WITH THE TROOPS IN ITALY, AUGUST 19 AND 20, 1944

August 13.    7 he Gennansfell lack in France following devastating blows
from the air.

In licJy ^lr. Churchill met ike Yugoslav Prime Minister

and ^lershtil Tito.

Field-Marshal von Paulas, German commander who was

captured at Stalingrad^ appealed to the Germans to get rid

of Hitler.
August 14.    Heavy air attacks along the Riviera.

It was announced that General Leclerc and a French

armoured division were in action.
August 15.    Allied forces^ under ike command of General Sir Henry

Maiiland Wilson^  invaded the  South  of France, taking

ico miles of coastline between Nice and Marseilles.
August 1 6.    Allied landings continued in the South of France and troops

penetrated to a depth of eight miles.

In the North of France the German armies speeded-up

their withdrawal.
August 17.    U.S. armoured columns occupied Chartres and Orleans and

were reported to he 23 miles from Paris.   Many towns in

the South of France were also occupied by Allied forces.
August 1 8.    Allied troops continued to make progress in both Northern

and Southern France.   It was reported that P^tain^ Laval

and other Vichy leaders had fled to Metz.

President Roosevelt said that Allied troops would occupy

Germany and Japan.
August 19.    7 'here were landings by Allied air-borne troops east of the

Seine.
August 20.    General de Gaulle arrived at Cherbourg.

U.S.  troops were operating south-east of Paris,  near

Versailles and Fontainebleau.

1 CANNOT predict an early end to the war.    But I can give no
guarantee that it will not end sooner than we have so far allowed
ourselves to hope.    The Battle of Normandy promises to bring the
end of the war much nearer.

*****

Though you have done great deeds in the past, and may well be
proud of what you have achieved, I come here to-day to tell you that
greater ventures and greater achievements are now ahead of you.

You-will be playing a constant and absolutely vital part in the
long, hard struggle for whose speedy end we' all strive, and for whose
speedy end we all pray.